
United States Patent and Trademark Office 




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Viiginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



HLING DATE 



HRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



10/601,715 



06/23/2003 



7590 

Patrick S. Yoder 
FLETCHER YODER 
P.O. Box 692289 
Houston, TX 77269-2289 



03/1 1/2005 



Wit Cezary Bushko 



121839-1/YOD 
GERD:0058 



8721 



EXAMINER 



KEANEY. ELIZABETH MARIE 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2882 



DATE MAILED: 03/1 1/2005 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO 90C (Rev 10/03) 



Office Action Summary 


Application No. 

10/601.715 


Applicant(s) 

BUSHKO ET AL 


Examiner 

Elizabeth Keaney 


Art Unit 
2882 


✓ 



- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address » 
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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

Claim 6 is objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c), as being of improper dependent 
form for failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous claim. Applicant is 
required to cancel the claim(s), or amend the claim(s) to place the claim(s) in proper 
dependent form, or rewrite the claim(s) in independent form. The limitation "disposed on 
a non-detecting face of the detector" found in claim 6 negates the limitation "disposed 
on the detecting face of the detector" found in claim 1 . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in thiis or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 

States. 

Claims 1-5,7,9,10,12-24,26,27,29,30,32 and 33 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Klotz, Jr. et al. (US Patent 5,651,044; hereinafter 
Klotz). 

Re claim 1 : Klotz discloses, in figures 1-3c, an imaging system for sensing a 
presence of objects near the imaging system, the system comprising: 

• a source (1 20) configured for emitting a stream of radiation; 

• a detector (125) configured for detecting a portion of radiation and 
impacting a detecting face of the detector; and 
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• a collision avoidance array (300) disposed on the detecting face of the 
detector and configured for sensing objects (column 3, lines 49-51 ). 

Re claim 2: Klotz discloses the collision avoidance array to further include: 

• a plurality of plates (300) disposed on the array substantially In a plane to 
form an array of capacitors (column 4, lines 37-38), each plate configured 
to sense objects at a corresponding critical distance and configured to 
generate a corresponding electrical signal (column 3, lines 49-51); 

• a plurality of conductors extending substantially in the plane and coupled 
to a multiplexer (220), each conductor being coupled to a corresponding 
one of the plurality of plates and configured for conducting the electrical 
signal to a sensing circuit via the multiplexer (column 5, lines 27-28). 

Re claim 3: Klotz discloses the multiplexer being configured to selectively couple 
the plurality of plates to the sensing circuit (column 5, lines 27-30). 

Re claims 4 and 5: Klotz discloses at least one shielding conductor extending 
substantially in the plan and coupled to ground (400), the shielding conductor 
configured for providing shielding to at least one of the plurality of conductors (column 6, 
lines 49-51). 
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Re claim 7: Klotz discloses a motor controlling a motion of a gantry, wherein the 
motor is configured to stop the motion of the gantry when the object is detected (column 
3, lines 50-55). 

Re claim 9: Klotz discloses the analysis module being configured to determine a 
distance of the object from the collision avoidance array (column 3, lines 55-59), 

Re claim 10: Klotz discloses, in figure 1-3c and throughout the disclosure, a 
collision avoidance system for avoiding collision of a system component with an object, 
the system comprising: 

• a collision avoidance array (300) disposed on a face of the system 
component, the collision avoidance array comprising a plurality of 
plates configured to detect a presence of objects and generate a 
corresponding electrical signal (column 3, lines 49-51); 

• a multiplexer (220) coupled to the collision avoidance array, the 
multiplexer configured to selectively activate the plurality of plates 
(column 5, lines 27-30); and 

• a sensing circuit (250) configured to sense the electrical signal and to 
generate an output signal representative of the presence of the object 
(column 5, lines 35-38). 
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Re claim 12: Klotz discloses the system component being an x-ray detector 
(column 3, lines 49-50). 

Re claim 13: Klotz discloses, in figures 1-3c and throughout the disclosure, the 
collision avoidance array (300) being disposed on the detecting face of the x-ray 
detector, the detecting face configured for receiving radiation. 

Re claim 14: Klotz discloses the collision avoidance array being configured to 
detect the object within a critical distance from the system component (column 3, lines 
55-59). 

Re claim 15: Klotz discloses, in figures 1-3c and throughout the disclosure, a 
detection system for detecting a presence of an object, the detection system 
comprising: 

• a plurality of sensors (300) disposed on a substrate substantially in a 
plane, each of the plurality of sensors configured for detecting the 
presence of the object and generating a corresponding electrical signal 
(column 3, lines 55-59); 

• a plurality of conductors extending substantially in the plane and coupled 
to a con-esponding one of the plurality of sensors, each conductor 
configured to transmit the electrical signal when the object is detected 
(column 5, lines 27-28). 
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Re claim 16: Klotz discloses each of the plurality of sensors being configured for 
detecting an object at coresponding critical distances (column 3, lines 55-59). 

Re claim 17: Klotz discloses the critical distance for each one of the plurality of 
sensors being determined by a corresponding dimension of the sensor (column 5, lines 
45-50). 

Re claim 18: Klotz discloses the critical distance being constant for each one of 
the plurality of sensors (column 5, lines 45-47). 

Re claim 19: Klotz discloses, in figure 1 and throughout the disclosure, the 
substrate comprising an insulator (130; column 4, line 48). 

Re claim 20: Klotz discloses each of the plurality of sensors comprises a 
corresponding capacitor sensor (column 4, lines 37-40). 

Re claim 21 : Klotz discloses at least one of the plurality of conductors being 
coupled to ground to provide shielding for the plurality of conductors (column 6, lines 
49-51). 

Re claim 22: Klotz discloses at least one shielding conductor to provide shielding 
for at least one of the plurality of conductors (column 6, line 50). 
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Re claims 23 and 29: Klotz discloses, in figures 1-3c and throughout the 
disclosure, a method for avoiding collision of a system component with an object, the 
method comprising: 

• detecting a presences of the object within a critical distance from a face of 
the system component and generating a corresponding electrical signal 
(column 3, lines 49-51); 

• generating an output signal representative of the presence of the object 
(column 5, lines 27-28). 

The Examiner notes the system components of claim 29 merely require the 
operation of the method included in claim 23 and are anticipated for the same 
reasons. 



Re claims 24 and 30: Klotz discloses controlling the system component to 
prevent collision with the object (column 3, lines 50-55). 

Re claims 26 and 32: Klotz discloses the system component being an x-ray 
detector (column 3, lines 49-50). 

Re claims 27 and 33: Klotz discloses in figures 1-3c and throughout the 
disclosure, the detecting comprises detecting from a detecting face of the detector 
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(125), wherein the detecting face is configured for receiving radiation from an x-ray 
source. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth In this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Clainns 6 and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Klotz as applied to claims 1 and 23 above, and further in view of Watanabe et al. (US 
Patent 6,412,978; hereinafter Watanabe). 

Klotz shows all the limitations as shown above. 

However, Klotz fails to teach or fairty suggest the collision avoidance array 
disposed on a non-detecting face of the detector. 

Watanabe discloses, in figures 2 and 3, a collision avoidance detector (58) 
disposed on the non-detecting face of the detector. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill In the art at the time the 
invention was made to place the collision avoidance sensor on the non-detecting face of 
the detector disclosed by Klotz because it enables the system to further avoid a collision 
of mechanical parts within the system itself. 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/601 ,71 5 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2882 

Claims 8,1 1 ,25 and 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Klotz as applied to claims 1 ,10,23 and 29 above, and further in view 
of Biegelsen et al. (US Patent 6,476,376; hereinafter Biegelsen). 

Klotz shows all the limitations as shown above. 

However, Klotz fails to teach or fairly suggest means for determining the size of 
the object detected by the collision sensor. 

Biegelsen discloses a proximity sensor which is further able to determine the size 
of the object detected (column 1 , line 32). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to include the ability to determine the size of the object detected 
within the system disclosed by Klotz because it would allow for determining the proper 
amount of movement needed to avoid collision, thereby making the movements more 
precise. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Elizabeth Keaney whose telephone number is (571)272- 
2489. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 5:30-4. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ed Glick can be reached on (571 )272-2490. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 





